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DECISION 

GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA 

and 

STEPHEN LENEHAN 

 

Date of hearing:  1 March 2022 

Panel: Magistrate John Doherty (Deputy Chairperson) and Judge 

Marilyn Harbison. 

Appearances:  Mr Marwan El-Asmar appeared on behalf of the Stewards.  

Mr Stephen Lenehan represented himself.  

 

Charges:  Local Racing Rule (“LR”) 42.9(a) states: 

 Where a greyhound has died (whether due to natural causes, 

accident, misadventure, euthanasia or otherwise): 

(a) within 2 working days of the date of death (and prior to the 

disposal of the body of the deceased greyhound), the Owner or 

person responsible for the greyhound must notify the Board in 

the prescribed form of the death of the greyhound and provide 

a veterinary certificate of euthanasia where available (including, 

without limitation, the written certificate or letter referred to in 

LR 42.8). 

 

LR 42.9(c) states: 

Where a greyhound has died (whether due to natural causes, 

accident, misadventure, euthanasia or otherwise): 

(c) the body of the deceased greyhound must be disposed of:  

(i) via a veterinary clinic;  

(ii) via an animal cremation service approved by the 

Environmental Protection Authority; or  

(iii) by an alternate method of disposal approved by the Board, 

the Stewards or an authorised officer on such conditions as they 

see fit. 
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LR 42.6(i)(i) states: 

 (i) An Owner must: 

(i)  Keep detailed records of their compliance with LR 42.6. 

 

Particulars of charges: Charge 1: LR 42.9(a) 

 

1. You were, at the relevant time, an owner registered with 

Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 311948) 

and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules 

(“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”). 

 

2. Between 15 December 2016 and 7 April 2019, you were the 

registered owner of the following greyhounds (“the 

greyhounds”), which was whelped at your registered kennel 

address in Laharum, Victoria (“the property”). 

• Unnamed greyhound (VFLGM); 

• Unnamed greyhound (VFLGL); 

• “Diamond Zena” (WCACL); 

• Unnamed greyhound (VHBLO); 

• Unnamed greyhound (VIUVW). 

 

3. Between 1 August 2017 and 30 January 2020, the greyhounds 

were found deceased in the kennels at your property. 

 

4. You failed to notify the Board within 2 working days (and prior 

to the disposal of the body of the deceased greyhound) of the 

death of the greyhound in the prescribed form. 

 

Charge 2: LR 42.9(c) 

 

1. You were, at the relevant time, an owner registered with 

Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 311948) 

and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules 

(“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”). 

 

2. You were, at the relevant time, a person responsible for the 

care and supervision of Greyhounds housed at your GRV 
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registered kennelling address in Laharum, Victoria (“the 

property”). 

 

3. Between 1 August 2017 and 30 January 2020, you arranged 

for the following greyhounds (“the greyhounds”) to be buried 

on your property in a manner which was not approved by the 

Greyhound Racing Victoria Board, the Stewards or an 

authorised officer. 

• Unnamed greyhound (VFLGM); 

• Unnamed greyhound (VFLGL); 

• “Diamond Zena” (WCACL); 

• Unnamed greyhound (VHBLO); 

• Unnamed greyhound (VIUVW). 

 

Charge 3: LR 42.6(i)(i) 

     

1. You were, at the relevant time, an owner registered with 

Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 311948) 

and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules 

(“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”). 

 

2. On 24 February 2019, you were the registered owner of the 

greyhound “Showtime Sally” (VELFX). 

 

3. On a date unknown, you rehomed the greyhound Showtime 

Sally to a third party.  

 

4. You failed to keep relevant details of the rehoming of the 

greyhound Showtime Sally (VELFX), in particular, when and to 

whom the greyhound was rehomed. 

 

Pleas:     Guilty to all charges 
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Mr Stephen Lenehan is an inactive greyhound breeder with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”), having 

first been registered in July 2015. His registration expired in July 2020 and has not been renewed. 

 

Charges 1 and 2 relate to the same greyhounds. The causes of death include being injured, fighting, 

possible heart attack, euthanasia after suffering a broken leg and an unknown cause. Each dog was 

buried on Mr Lenehan’s property and GRV was not notified of their deaths. 

 

The greyhound, “Showtime Sally”, the subject of Charge 3, was rehomed by Mr Lenehan, but he failed 

to keep any record of the rehoming and GRV was not notified about it.  

 

In relation to the greyhound which suffered a heart attack, it was with trainer Mr Jeffrey Guy at the 

time and Mr Lenehan presumed that Mr Guy would have notified GRV. In relation to rehoming 

greyhounds, Mr Lenehan advised that a cousin assisted with that process, but records were not kept. 

 

Mr Lenehan has now left the greyhound racing industry as a licensed person. He does not hold any 

licence capable of being suspended or disqualified. The Stewards submitted that he could be 

disqualified for a period or be given a wholly suspended period of licence suspension. Disqualification 

holds graver consequences, and it was not the Stewards primary submission on penalty. Their primary 

submission would allow Mr Lenehan to become immediately relicensed, albeit with a period of 

suspension hanging over his head.  

 

Furthermore, it seems to us that to disqualify someone and to immediately suspend that 

disqualification is contrary to sentencing considerations.  

 

Mr Lenehan now derives his income as a licensed person with Racing Victoria. He works as a barrier 

attendant when not breaking in and educating horses. He is well aware of his responsibilities in terms 

of animal welfare and no animal welfare malpractice is alleged or found against him. 

 

These offences today can be regarded as “notification” offences. As regulator, GRV seeks to maintain 

community confidence in the industry by knowing where greyhounds are kept and looked after. 

General deterrence is an important consideration, as well as Mr Lenehan’s pleas of guilty and his 

personal circumstances. In the event, we fine him $500 on each charge, a total of $1,500. 

 

 

Kathleen Scully 

Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal 


